Bacterial canker caused by Pseudomonas syringae pv. actinidiae is the most harmful disease affecting kiwifruit (Actinidia spp.) cultivation worldwide reported so far. Reported in the 1980s in Asia (China, Japan, Korea), it was then described in the most important kiwifruit areas in other parts of the world (Italy, Portugal, France, New Zealand, Chile (PSA 827, PSA 828, PSA 829, PSA 830) selected for molecular identification were compared to P.s. pv. actinidiae reference strains (CFBP 7285, CFBP 7286, CFBP 7287, NCPPB 3739). Identification of the strains was confirmed by PCR amplification with two pairs of P.s. pv. actinidiae specific primers (Koh & Nou, 2002; Rees-George et al., 2010). This is the first report of P.s. pv. actinidiae on kiwifruit cultivars (A. deliciosa and A. chinensis) in Spain.
